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circulates with inconceivable rapidity, and experience
shows that it is rare to find two succeeding generations
in the full enjoyment of it.
This picture, which may perhaps be thought to be
overcharged, still gives a very imperfect idea of what
is taking place in the new States of the West and
South-west. At the end of the last century a few bold
adventurers began to penetrate into the valleys of the
Mississippi, and the mass of the population very soon
began to move in that direction : communities un-
heard of till then were seen to emerge from the wilds:
States whose names were not in existence a few years
before claimed their place in the American Union ;
and in the Western settlements we may behold
democracy arrived at its utmost extreme. In these
States, founded offhand, and, as it were, by chance,
the inhabitants are but of yesterday. Scarcely
known to one another, the nearest neighbours are
ignorant of each other's history. In this part of the
American continent, therefore, the population has
not experienced the influence of great names and
great wealth, nor even that of the natural aristocracy
of knowledge and virtue. None are there to wield
that respectable power which men willingly grant
to the remembrance of a life spent in doing good
before their eyes. The new States of the West are
already inhabited, but society has no existence
among them.
It is not only the fortunes of men which are equal
in America ; even their requirements partake in
some degree of the same uniformity. I do not believe
that there is a country in the world where, in propor-
tion to the population, there are so few uninstructed
and at the same time so few learned individuals.
Primary instruction is within the reach of everybody;
superior instruction is scarcely to be obtained by any.